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The people are verye subtill and cunning in bargaining, and
unconstant in all their wordes; for they will sell one thing to
divers men and take earnest of them all, and if another will give
anything more, he shall have it. Their coyne is goulde and lead.
That of goulde they call masse1; sixe of them for a royall of
eight. Those of lead they call cashe; whereof 2100 maketh a
masse. So that a copaine* is the fourth part of a masse, being
525 cashe; for which you may buye hearbes and fruites and
fishe. Every daye in the weeke is a market day for victualls; not
so much as Friday (which they call their good day) 3; but they
keepe no shoppes open for marchandize on that daye. There is
great store of hennes, buffles, and bullockes, yet very deare; a
henne at nine pence or twelve pence, buffels at two tayes4 and a
halfe (which is thirtie shillings starling), egges, eighteene or
twentie for nine pence, and, at our comming away, foureteene
for nine pence. Rice is brought from other places thether as good
marchandize, and is sold by the bambue, sixe or seaven bambues
for nine pence; every bambue being an ale quarte5. So that in
this place there is neither marchandize nor anything else good
cheape of itselfe.
The countrie is very unwholsome; that almost it may be said
of it as it is said of Malacca: fewe come thether, but eyther loose
hide or hayre. Heere we lost ten or twelve men out of our ship.
There are elephants in greater number and bigger stature
then in any of those parts; which are the chiefe strength of this
land. The greatest is ruled with a little boye, having a sticke with
a hooke at the end; and is of the greatest understanding of any
beast living. As for their strength, I did see one drawe the kings
frigat (laden with pepper), which was aground, being ten or
1 The mas was reckoned by John Davis (Purchas, vol. I, p. 117) at about
pjrf. Croft (in Voyage of Thomas Best, p. 175) says that it was worth gd. and
in the text it is evidently taken at that value. Davis describes the cash as c like
a little leaden token, such as the vintners of London use;' he reckons 1600
of them to the mas (Purchas, vol. I, p. 123). Martin (p. 55) agrees with the
number given in the text. Doubtless the value varied from time to time.
a Malay kupang.
3  Friday is the Muhammadan equivalent of the Christian Sunday.
4  The gold tael (of sixteen mas) is here valued at 12$. It was an imaginary
coin.
5  A section of a large bamboo, cut off just below one joint and below the
next, has long .been used in the East to carry dry goods or liquids.